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the lives of those who hear them. In our inter-
connected and borderless world, outbreak narra-
tives can endanger or save us.
Suok Kai Chew, M.B., B.S., M.Sc.
Ministry of Health 
169854 Singapore

A History of Plastic Surgery

By Paolo Santoni-Rugiu and Philip J. Sykes. 395 pp., 
illustrated, with CD-ROM. Berlin, Springer, 2007. $329.  

ISBN 978-3-540-46240-8.

In this fascinating overview of the his-
tory of plastic surgery, the text is set out clearly 

and methodically with numerous impressive color 
illustrations. The book gives ample evidence that 
plastic surgery is one of the oldest surgical spe-
cialties, with procedures that often transcend the 
anatomical boundaries that define and limit oth-
er specialties. The content clearly draws on all the 
knowledge and skills the authors have amassed 
during their long and illustrious careers, as well 
as their expert knowledge of specialized texts.

The book has three major sections: an intro-
duction to wound healing and the use of grafts 
and flaps (chapters 1 through 6), discussions of 
reconstructive surgery of specific areas (chapters 
7 through 11), and discussions of cosmetic sur-
gery (chapters 12 through 15). The second sec-
tion is the most extensive, and it is very detailed. 
Throughout all the sections, the authors high-
light the seminal achievements of Hippocrates, 
Galen, and Gaspare Tagliacozzi, and those of more 
recent innovators such as Harold Gillies.

Each chapter tells an absorbing story that is 
well illustrated with images of ancient manu-
scripts, noteworthy persons, and clinical photo-
graphs. The introduction to wound healing and 
the use of grafts and flaps contains considerable 
detail concerning the anatomical foundations of 
surgery and the closure of wounds. The physician 
who believes that the use of glue to close wounds 
is a recent advance may be interested to know 
that the Egyptians closed the margins of linear 
wounds by using strips of linen cloth that were 
made adherent by the application of gum. Indeed, 
it is possible that this technique predates the 
Egyptians, since resins were already well known 
in 8000 b.c. In the section on reconstructive 
surgery of specific areas, topics that are now 

proportionally uncommon are discussed at length 
because of their historical importance. Nasal 
reconstruction and other surgical procedures that 
blossomed during the Renaissance are presented 
as the centerpiece in the development of the 
principles of plastic surgery. The authors high-
light the contributions that were made to this 
process by physicians and surgeons in several 
countries.

The section of chapters on cosmetic surgery 
is full of interesting information, and it high-
lights the fact that the yearning for good looks 
is by no means a recent phenomenon. Separate 
chapters on cosmetic rhinoplasty, facial rejuve-
nation, and cosmetic breast surgery give the 
reader an overview of the developments within 
aesthetic surgery. The book is rounded off with 
an extensive list of references, a subject index that 
reads like a who’s who of plastic surgery, and 
some recommended further reading.

In the preface, the authors highlight obvious 
omissions, which include burns, maxillofacial 
surgery, craniofacial surgery, and hand surgery. 
Even so, they have produced an accessible and in-
formative book that will be referred to constant-
ly by trainee and veteran plastic surgeons alike.
Iain S. Whitaker, M.A., M.R.C.S.
Morriston Hospital 
Swansea SA6 6NL, United Kingdom 
iainwhitaker@fastmail.fm
Book Reviews Copyright © 2008 Massachusetts Medical Society.

correction

A New Arenavirus in a Cluster of Fatal Transplant-Associated 
Diseases (published Online First at www.nejm.org on February 6, 
2008, DOI: 10.1056/NEJMoa073785). In the Abstract, the first 
sentence under Methods should have read “We evaluated RNA 
obtained from the liver and kidney transplant recipients” (rath-
er than “from the liver and kidney transplants in two recipi-
ents”). Also, the first sentence in the Results section should 
have begun “RNA from Recipient 2, who had received a liver, 
and Recipient 1, who had received a kidney, was pooled and 
amplified . . .” (rather than “RNA from tissue from Recipi-
ent 2 . . .”). The text has been corrected in the March 6 print 
issue and on the Journal’s Web site at www.nejm.org.
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