
 

Cronfa -  Swansea University Open Access Repository

   

_____________________________________________________________

   
This is an author produced version of a paper published in:

International Journal of Population Data Science

                                                  

   
Cronfa URL for this paper:

http://cronfa.swan.ac.uk/Record/cronfa44396

_____________________________________________________________

 
Paper:

North, L., Orton, C., Gallacher, J., Lyons, R., Ford, D., Thompson, S., Bauermeister, S. & Akbari, A. (2018).  Data

Services for Cohort Studies: Increasing the impact of existing research studies and epidemiological readiness.

International Journal of Population Data Science, 3(4)

http://dx.doi.org/10.23889/ijpds.v3i4.698

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________
  
This item is brought to you by Swansea University. Any person downloading material is agreeing to abide by the terms

of the repository licence. Copies of full text items may be used or reproduced in any format or medium, without prior

permission for personal research or study, educational or non-commercial purposes only. The copyright for any work

remains with the original author unless otherwise specified. The full-text must not be sold in any format or medium

without the formal permission of the copyright holder.

 

Permission for multiple reproductions should be obtained from the original author.

 

Authors are personally responsible for adhering to copyright and publisher restrictions when uploading content to the

repository.

 

http://www.swansea.ac.uk/library/researchsupport/ris-support/ 

http://cronfa.swan.ac.uk/Record/cronfa44396
http://dx.doi.org/10.23889/ijpds.v3i4.698
http://www.swansea.ac.uk/library/researchsupport/ris-support/ 


 International Journal of Population Data Science (2018) 3:3:107

International Journal of
Population Data Science
Journal Website: www.ijpds.org

Data Services for Cohort Studies: Increasing the impact of existing research
studies and epidemiological readiness
North, L1, Orton, C2, Gallacher, J1, Lyons, R1, Ford, D2, Thompson, S2, Bauermeister, S3, and Akbari, A4

1Farr Institute, Swansea University Medical School
2Swansea University
3University of Oxford
4Health Data Research UK - Wales and Northern Ireland, Swansea University Medical School

Introduction

The Dementias Platform UK (DPUK) Data Portal is a se-
cure, accessible environment facilitating provision of rich data
towards the largest Dementia, cognition and ageing commu-
nity of cohort studies in the world. DPUK is also providing
services for cohort studies and researchers to maximise the
research potential of the programme’s community.

Objectives and Approach

As part of the engagement of DPUK cohorts with the Data
Portal, cohorts will upload data onto the DPUK instance of
UK Secure eResearch Platform infrastructure. The Data Por-
tal allows access to a collaborative working space that allows
cohorts to enrich their own data, perform their own analysis,
and enhance the research potential of their data whilst making
use of expertise at various DPUK sites, such as data linking,
curation and multi-modal specialism. Cohort data divided into
ontologies allows researchers to access data specific to their
study needs and can be requested from multiple cohorts si-
multaneously.

Results

By utilising the Data Portal researchers have access to cohort
data that has been prepared for dementia epidemiology using
the agreed ontologies, providing more rapid access to cohort
data that otherwise may be large and complex. The knowledge
and experience of DPUK staff and collaborators can also help
to guide nascent cohorts and feasibility studies into producing
research-ready datasets, enabling them to achieve greater im-
pact with their data. A range of analytical tools are provided
on the Data Portal making analysis of a cohort’s own data
or multiple independent datasets more accessible. Alongside
data curation, DPUK also facilitates data linkage to routine
sources, beginning with a Wales-wide use case that will expand
to the UK over the course of the project.

Conclusion/Implications
Data from international sources accessible using a central plat-
form permits international collaboration, with ontologies al-
lowing previously disparate data to be combined and analysed
to build knowledge and research impact. DPUK projects cre-
ate policy leading results and operational research standards,
enhancing cohort impact and discovery of benefits for Demen-
tia patients.
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